LOCK-IN
ANYONE?

THE BRITISH BOOZER CONTINUES TO
EVOLVE AS A CHAMPION OF LOCALLY
ROOTED FOOD AND A SHOWCASE OF
CONSIDERED DESIGN. WE TOAST THE
LATEST PUBS WITH ROOMS ACROSS
THE UK. EDITED BY FIONA KERR




THE DOUBLE RED pUKE

It’s easy to SPOt this wisteria-clad 17th-
century coachmg nn, with its candy-striped
umbrellas forming a Jaunty Soho House-
style beacqn. In many ways the revamped
Oxfordshire pub (part of the Country
Creatures group) draws parallels with the
global members’ club. Aimed at city-living
weekenders, rooms are decorated with
floral wallpaper, botanical block-print
lampshades and velvet headboards in
burnt orange and teal. Kick off with a
house cocktail crafted with gin, basil,
white pepper and lemon. Or a vodka: with
a whole page of the menu dedicated to
local blends — such as silky-smooth
Wood Brothers and Toad Rye — the pre-
prandial hour can easily slip into two.
Luckily, there’s plenty of delicious fare to
keep things on an even keel. Whipped
broad-bean mash with flatbreads, say,
alongside wood-roasted scallops, followed
by a Montgomery Cheddar soufflé with
lobster and chips — well earned after a
stomp around the bosky dells of Clanfield
village. And homemade salted-caramel
petits fours so good you'll wish you could
buy some to take home. Staff, wearing
Fifties bowling jackets, are unfailingly
enthusiastic, and the only sounds at night
are the hoot of an owl and the gentle rustle
of leaves. BOOK IT Doubles from £ 120;
~ countrycreatures.com JEMIMA SISSONS

THE BEAR INN

] went about this job as if [ was designing
a private house,’ says interiors whizz Octavia
Dickinson of her recent work at this spot
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THE BEAR INN
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House, which opened at the end of 2019,
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stripped paint revealing decades old wall.
paper. Ranging from shimmering Seventics
chic 10 back-and-goid Art Deco glamour,
each one (two share bathrooms) has been
creatod by a local artist. The Hideaway, for
imstance, has 3 freestanding bath at the end
<f the four poster bed. a tongee: in<check

obey-  framed quote by Margate-raised Tracey

Emin and gold drapes that reveal glimpses
of Turner’s beloved sunsets across the
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THE BRADLEY HARE

Wiltshize's senarmest new countryside inn
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